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The  General  Land  Office  and  the  U.S.  Grazing  Service  were  merged  in  1946  to  create  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM).  BLM  administers  those  lands  still  remaining  from  the 
original  public  domain.  Of  the  1.8  billion  acres  of  public  land  originally  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  two-thirds  went  to  individuals,  industries,  and  the  states.  Of  that  remaining,  much  was  set 
aside  for  national  forests,  wildlife  refuges,  national  parks  and  monuments,  and  other  public 
purposes.  Today,  BLM  manages  over  269  million  acres— about  one-eighth  of  the  nation. 

Thirty  years  after  BLM's  formation,  Congress  passed  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act  of  1976  (FLPMA)  mandating  that  public  lands  be  managed  for  multiple  use  and 
sustained  yield.  BLM  is  responsible  for  managing  the  nation's  public  lands  and  resources  in  a 
combination  of  ways  that  best  serve  the  needs  of  the  American  people.  Traditional  uses  of  the 
public  lands  have  been  grazing,  timber  harvest,  and  mineral  and  energy  development.  Today,  BLM 
also  plays  an  increasing  role  in  other  areas,  such  as  recreation,  fish  and  wildlife  habitat,  wilderness, 
and  natural  scenic,  scientific  and  cultural  values. 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is 
organized  in  four  levels:  the  Washington, 
D.C.  Office;  State  Offices;  District  Offices; 
and  Resource  Area  Offices.  In  addition  to 
providing  information  to  Congress, 
personnel  in  the  Washington  Office  provide 
policy  and  budget  guidance  to  BLM's  State 
Directors. 

Personnel  in  State  Offices  interact  with 
state  governments  and  legislators.  State 
Directors  are  responsible  for  administering 
national  policy,  providing  specific  guidance 

on  implementing  laws  and  regulations,  and 

monitoring  and  evaluating  progress  within 

the  state. 

BLM  Colorado  has  four  District  Offices 

located  in  Craig,  Grand  Junction, 

Montrose,  and  Canon  City.  District 

Managers  manage  major  projects  and 

resources  within  their  district  and  provide 

administrative  and  staff  support  to 

Resource  Area  Offices. 

Resource  Area  Offices  are  geographically  located  closest  to  public  lands.  BLM  employees  at 

this  level  do  the  on-the-ground  work,  and  are  available  for  local  issues  involving  access  rights, 

firewood  permits,  grazing  permits,  campground  administration,  and  a  host  of  other  issues. 
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•  Mule  Deer 

•  Rock  Art  at  Canon  Pintado  Historic  District 

•  Hiking  up  to  Handles  Peak 

•  Setting  the  4-corners  monument  where  Colorado, 
Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Utah  meet  j 
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Because  BLM  has  subsurface  minerals  management  responsibility  beneath  national  forests,   /tftfjL 
Indian  reservations,  and  some  private  lands,  BLM  manages  27.3  million  acres  in  the  minerals 
program  in  Colorado,  over  three  times  its  surface  acreage  responsibility. 

Mineral  development  is  an  important  land  use  within  BLM's  multiple-use  program.  Mineral 
exploration  and  production  on  public  land  involves  three  distinct  systems:  leasing,  location,  and 
material  sales. 

Leasing 

Oil  and  gas,  coal,  geothermal,  sodium,  and  other  similar  minerals  are  available  through  mineral 
leasing.  Leases  are  issued  for  specific  periods  of  time,  with  the  lessee  paying  rental  fees  and 
royalties  on  the  minerals  produced.  These  minerals  are  generally  leased  through  competitive  sales. 
Applications  to  conduct  exploration  and  production-related  activities  are  reviewed  to  ensure 
environmental  protection,  conformance  with  land  use  plans,  and  mineral  resource  conservation. 
Inspections  ensure  that  operations  are  carried  out  properly  and  that  all  production  is  accounted  for. 

Compared  to  production  from  onshore  federal  lands  in  other  states,  Colorado  ranks  first  in 
carbon  dioxide,  third  in  natural  gas,  and  fourth  in  oil  and  coal.  Although  numerous  hot  springs  and 
geothermal  features  exist  in  Colorado,  no  commercial  activity  has  occurred  yet  on  public  lands. 
The  Piceance  Basin  in  western  Colorado  contains  the  largest  deposits  of  high  grade  oil  shale  in  the 
United  States.  Although  considerable  development  work  has  been  done,  no  commercial  operations 
currently  exist.  This  area  also  contains  major  nahcolite  (sodium)  reserves;  initial  operations  to 
develop  this  resource  have  begun. 

Minerals  Location 

Location  involves  minerals  like  gold  and  silver  and  is  administered  under  the  General  Mining 
Law  of  1872.  Miners  locate  claims  and  pay  annual  filing  fees.  If  a  valuable  deposit  is  found,  the 
claim  may  be  patented  and  title  obtained  to  both  the  mineral  and  surface  land.  The  mining  law 
encourages  companies  to  self-initiate  exploration  and  development  and  has  been  successful  in 
providing  domestic  sources  for  many  critical  and  strategic  minerals.  BLM  reviews  applications  to 
conduct  exploration  and  development  to  ensure  that  operations  do  not  unnecessarily  or  unduly 
affect  the  environment  or  other  multiple  uses.  Inspections  ensure  that  surface  management 
requirements  are  met  and  that  timely  reclamation  occurs. 

The  1872  Mining  Law  provides  the  opportunity  to  explore  and  develop  mineral  deposits  on 
public  lands.  BLM  records  all  mining  claims  filed  on  public  lands  and  receives  affidavits  of 
assessment  work  and  other  documents,  thus  providing  a  central  location  for  all  Colorado  mining 
activity  records  for  federal  mineral  estates.  Panning  for  gold  continues  to  be  popular  in  the  state. 

Material  Sales 

Common  sand,  gravel,  and  other  construction  and  landscaping  materials  are  available  for  sale 
at  fair  market  value  to  individuals  or  through  free-use  permits  to  government  agencies  and 
nonprofit  organizations. 
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Lands  and  Renewable  Resources 


Lands  and  Realty 


BLM  administers  land  exchanges  and  withdrawals,  issues  rights-of-way  across  public  lands, 
and  grants  leases  of  public  lands  under  the  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act.  These  land 
activities  support  BLM  initiatives,  such  as  Recreation  2000  and  Fish  and  Wildlife  2000,  as  well  as 
increasing  legal  access  to  public  lands.  BLM  issues  rights-of-way  for  natural  gas  pipelines,  access 
roads,  communications  sites,  and  power  lines.  Examples  of  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act 
authorizations  across  Colorado  include  golf  courses,  schools,  county  maintenance  shops,  fire 
departments,  and  shooting  ranges. 

Planning 

Resource  management  planning  provides  the  basis  for  evaluating,  deciding,  and  communicating 
public  land  uses.  Using  the  concepts  of  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield,  BLM  seeks  to  maximize 
resource  values  for  both  present  and  future  generations.  The  land  use  plans  prepared  by  BLM  are 
called  Resource  Management  Plans  (RMPs).  They  are  prepared  by  Resource  Area  Offices  and  take 
about  three  years  to  complete.  Opportunities  for  public  involvement  are  continuous  while 
developing  and  implementing  the  RMP.  Decisions  in  an  RMP  are  designed  to  guide  and  control 
future  land  or  resource  management  actions  and  are  designed  to  be  implemented  over  a  10-  to  20- 
year  period. 

Colorado  has  been  the  BLM  leader  in  resource  management  planning.  Glenwood  Springs  was 
the  first  RMP  in  the  nation.  The  Glenwood  Springs  and  Kremmling  RMPs  were  among  six  "pilots" 
that  served  as  guides  for  all  subsequent  RMPs  in  BLM.  The  Piceance  Basin  RMP  pioneered  the  use 
of  an  automated  geographic  information  system  (GIS)  in  BLM  planning.  In  addition,  the  commonly 
accepted  method  for  documenting  plan  maintenance  and  amendments  originated  in  Colorado. 


Forestry  

BLM  has  2.9  million  acres  of  forested  land  in  Colorado.  Most  of  this  land,  2.3  million  acres,  is 
woodland.  Lands  referred  to  as  woodland  include  juniper/pinyon  acreages,  wilderness  study 
areas,  and  areas  that  are  inaccessible  or  not  cost-effective  for  timber  harvest.  Only  600,000  acres 
are  available  for  commercial  use  (sawtimber,  firewood,  Christmas  trees,  etc.). 


Rangeland  Management  

Rangeland  management  began  when  the  first  symptoms  of  improper  grazing  were  recognized 
nearly  100  years  ago.  Most  concepts  of  the  early  days  were  viewed  from  the  perspective  of  the 
livestock  industry.  Today,  BLM  rangeland  managers  consider  a  multitude  of  resources  and 
resource  uses  on  public  lands,  from  wild  horses,  wildlife  habitat  and  watershed,  to  recreation, 
wilderness,  and  mined  land  reclamation.  Issues  involving  resource  and  resource  uses  have  become 
more  complex,  requiring  innovative  management  techniques. 

In  addition  to  providing  economic  benefits  to  rural  communities,  livestock  grazing  is  now 
considered  a  means  to  accomplish  resource  recovery  and  improvement.    Properly  managed 
livestock  grazing  is  an  effective  tool  for  improving  vegetation,  much  like  mowing  a  yard  or 
pruning  a  fruit  tree  properly  helps  to  bring  about  more  vigorous  growth.  In  order  to  ensure  the 
health  of  the  range  resource,  BLM  places  a  high  priority  on  matching  resource  uses  to  the 
capabilities  of  the  land. 


Colorado  BLM  1992 
Status  Report    


State  Director's  Column 


Within  Government  or  any  other  large  organization,  the  wheels  of 
change  turn  very  slowly.  Or  so  it  seems.  In  1992,  BLM  took  a  long,  hard 
look  at  how  we  do  our  business — the  business  of  protecting  and  managing 
the  natural  resources  found  on  public  lands. 

Many  of  you  have  probably  heard  something  about  BLM  2015,  an 
initiative  designed  to  prepare  BLM  for  the  management  and  administrative 
challenges  we  will  face  over  the  next  25  years.  The  goals  are  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  agency  by  eliminating  duplication,  streamlining  processes, 
reducing  overhead  and  management  costs,  and  increasing  the  number  of 
operational  employees  at  the  field  level. 


75  Developed  Recreational  Site 
396,000  Acres  Recommended  f< 


The  current  focus  of  BLM  2015  is  to  improve  the  major  processes  we 
use  to  manage  the  agency.  Nine  national  teams  have  begun  evaluating  such 
things  as  contracting,  the  BLM's  budget  process,  the  ways  we  measure 
program  performance,  and  relationships  with  local  business.  Colorado  has 
the  lead  role  in  examining  the  budget  process,  and  is  co-lead  in 
redefining  the  role  of  program  leaders  at  all  levels.  The  teams  are  charged 
with  simplifying  and  streamlining  processes,  and  with  developing  plans  that 
can  address  rapidly  changing  needs  and  proposals. 

All  of  the  BLM  2015  processes  complement  Colorado's  goal  of  committing  to  ecosystem  management 
and  total  quality  management.  Ecosystem  management  means  that  we  will  begin  looking  at  the  total 
landscape  instead  of  looking  at  each  program  separately,  like  wildlife  or  forestry. 

Total  quality  management  is  a  strategy  for  continuously  improving  performance  at  all  levels  of  the 
BLM  organization.  It  focuses  all  our  resources  (people,  money,  time,  and  space)  on  serving  the  needs  of 
all  our  customers  through  continuously  improving  products  and  services. 

What  does  all  this  mean  to  you?  It  means  a  more  efficient  way  of  doing  our  job  in  Colorado.  We  all 
would  like  to  see  changes  happen  overnight,  but  it's  not  practical  or  probably  even  a  good  idea.  Things 
are  changing  slowly,  but  I  firmly  believe  the  outcome  will  be  worth  the  process. 
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Minerals 

In  1992,  BLM  administered  nearly  11,000  leases  on  7.8  million  acres  in  Colorado.  A  total  of  202 
leases  were  offered  at  four  competitive  lease  auctions  during  1992.  Seventy-five  of  these  leases  were 
sold,  generating  almost  $500,000  in  bids.  After  the  public  lands  are  leased  for  exploration  and 
development,  BLM  is  responsible  for  inspecting  drilling  and  production  operations  on  those  leases. 
There  are  879  producing  oil  wells  on  federal  and  Indian  lands  in  Colorado,  and  2,508  producing  gas 
wells.  In  1992,  we  issued  141  drilling  permits,  and  97  new  wells  were  drilled.  Over  $40  million  in 
royalties  were  collected  from  this  production. 

BLM  manages  94  federal  coal  leases  in  Colorado,  primarily  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  state.  In 
1991,  production  from  federal  coal  leases  totalled  about  12.5  million  tons  with  a  market  value  of  $241 
million.  This  was  nearly  71  percent  of  all  coal  produced  in  Colorado.  Royalties  on  this  production 
exceeded  $24  million. 

Currently,  there  are  about  40,000  mining  claims  on  Colorado's  public  lands.  As  of  1991,  Colorado 
had  325  unpatented  oil  shale  claims  containing  48,000  acres.  Two-hundred  and  eleven  of  these  claims 
(32,000  acres)  are  under  application  for  patents. 


Lands  and  Realty 


In  1992,  nine  tracts  of  land,  totalling  7,744  acres,  were  acquired  through  land  exchanges, 
donations,  and  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  purchases.  One  of  these  donations  was  a  4,900- 
acre  tract  along  the  Gold  Belt  Tour  National  Back  Country  Byway.  Three  land  exchanges  were 
completed  which  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of  1,886  acres  of  land  and  the  disposal  of  2,065  acres. 
Fifteen  access  easements  were  acquired. 

Seven  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  leases  were  issued  in  1992 — five  were  short-term  renewals 
for  landfills,  one  was  for  the  Deer  Mountain  District's  fire  station,  and  the  last  was  for  the  Clear  Creek 
Conservation  area.  One  patent  was  issued  for  the  Grand  Encampment  campground  near  Canon  City. 


Planning 


In  1992,  nine  resource  management  plans  were  initiated  or  completed  that  address  emerging 
public  land  issues  and  management  concerns. 


Forestry 


In  1992,  BLM  issued  5,273  permits  for  the  sale  of  4,300  cords  of  fuelwood,  5,200  Christmas  trees, 
2,000  seedlings,  and  1,000  pounds  of  boughs.  BLM  also  administered  the  sale  of  3  million  board  feet  of 
timber,  conducted  site  preparation  work  on  237  acres,  planted  55  acres,  and  thinned  30  acres  of 
commercial  woodlands. 


Rangeland  Management 


Colorado's  8.3  million  acres  of  public  lands  are  divided  into  2,432  grazing  allotments.  In  1992, 
grazing  permits  were  issued  to  more  than  1,700  livestock  operators  to  graze  primarily  cattle,  but  also 
horses  and  sheep.    Domestic  livestock  consumed  over  469,000  animal  unit  months  of  forage  (the 
amount  of  forage  necessary  to  sustain  one  cow  and  one  calf  or  its  equivalent  for  one  month).  The 
grazing  fee  from  3-1-92  to  2-28-93  was  $1.92  per  animal  unit  month. 


Wild  Horses 


Colorado  has  about  900  wild  horses,  of  which  600  reside  within  four  herd  management  areas.  All 
herd  areas  were  monitored,  and  several  springs  and  fences  were  maintained.  In  1992,  93  horses  were 
gathered  from  Colorado's  public  lands.  A  total  of  270  wild  horses  and  burros  were  adopted  within  the 
state  through  BLM's  Adopt-A-Horse  program. 


The  Colorado  Wild  Horse-Inmate  Program  is  a  partnership  between  BLM  and  the  Colorado 
Department  of  Corrections.  Inmates  gentle  wild  horses  at  the  Canon  City  facility  before  the  horses  are 
adopted  by  private  citizens.  Last  year,  the  inmates  gentled  over  100  horses.  The  Canon  City  facility 
maintained  an  average  of  200  head  prior  to  shipment  to  BLM  adoption  centers. 


Fish  and  Wildlife 


In  1992,  the  Colorado  Wildlife  Viewing  Guide  was  developed  as  a  result  of  a  partnership  with  the 
Colorado  Wildlife  Heritage  Foundation  and  other  state  and  federal  land  management  agencies.  This 
guide  identifies  110  sites  in  Colorado  where  visitors  can  view  wildlife  in  their  natural  setting. 

The  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  Partnership  is  a  cooperative  effort  of  volunteers  from  BLM,  the  Audubon 
Society,  and  state  and  federal  agencies  to  survey  and  document  breeding  birds  found  in  Colorado.  The 
survey,  which  began  in  1987,  is  projected  for  completion  in  1994.  The  information  from  the  breeding 
bird  atlas  project  will  assist  the  Colorado  Partners  in  Flight  concerned  with  Neotropical  migrant  birds 
that  breed  in  Colorado  and  winter  south  of  the  U.S.  border. 

The  Habitat  Partnership  Program  is  a  statewide  effort  in  which  local  landowners,  sportsmen, 
representatives  from  land  management  agencies,  and  the  Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife  deal  with 
resolving  big  game,  livestock,  forage,  and  fence  conflicts.  Major  emphases  are:  (1)  distributing 
wintering  big  game  populations  away  from  private  lands  through  vegetation  manipulation  projects  on 
BLM  public  lands,  and  (2)  establishing  late  season  distribution  hunts.  Habitat  Partnership  Program 
efforts  are  underway  in  the  Middle  Park,  North  Park,  northwestern  Colorado,  Gunnison,  and  Sangre 
de  Cristo  areas. 

Wilderness 

In  1991,  BLM  completed  the  wilderness  study  process  as  mandated  by  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act.  In  October  of  1991,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  recommended  to  the  President  that 
approximately  396,000  acres  of  Colorado's  public  lands  be  designated  by  Congress  as  wilderness. 

Cultural  Resources 


BLM's  accomplishments  included:  (1)  coordinating  and  developing  mitigation  plans  for  several 
large  gas  pipelines,  including  TRANSCO  and  the  CIG  project;  (2)  continuing  archival  recordation  of 
historic  properties  in  the  San  Juan  Mountains;  (3)  publishing  an  "Adventures  in  the  Past"  brochure 
featuring  six  prehistoric  and  historic  sites  available  for  public  enjoyment;  and  (4)  dedicating  the  Ute 
Trail  near  Glenwood  Springs,  which  was  a  joint  BLM-Forest  Service  project. 

The  Anasazi  Heritage  Center,  located  near  Dolores,  became  the  home  of  the  Heritage  Education 
Project  in  1992.  This  effort  includes  developing  educational  materials,  training  teachers,  and 
coordinating  the  efforts  of  state  and  local  educators  to  teach  children  the  importance  and  value  of  our 
cultural  heritage. 


Recreation 


In  1992,  BLM  continued  developing  new  relationships  and  maintaining  existing  partnerships  with 
local  communities,  user  groups,  and  individuals.  BLM  manages  portions  of  four  back  country  or  scenic 
byways:  the  Alpine  Loop,  Gold  Belt  Tour,  Unaweep-Tabeguache  Scenic  and  Historic  Byway,  and  Los 
Caminos  Antiguos  in  the  San  Luis  Valley.  These  byways  are  successful  due  in  large  part  to  cooperation 
and  support  from  local  communities. 

BLM  recently  signed  a  statewide  agreement  with  the  Southwest  Natural  and  Cultural  Heritage 
Association  that  enables  BLM  offices  to  provide  a  sales  outlet  for  interpretive  and  educational 
materials.  This  agreement  will  help  provide  better  information  to  public  land  visitors. 


The  Upper  Colorado  Alliance  is  a  new  partnership  composed  of  individuals,  town  representatives, 
landowners,  and  other  interested  citizens  who  are  concerned  about  the  future  management  of  the 
Upper  Colorado  River.  In  1993,  the  Upper  Colorado  Alliance  will  begin  developing  recreation  sites 
and  trails  within  the  river  corridor  that  stretches  from  the  headwaters  near  Kremmling  to  Dinosaur 
National  Monument. 

BLM  is  also  continuing  to  develop  the  trails  program.  Across  the  state,  BLM  is  working  with  user 
groups  to  identify  mountain  bike,  hiking,  and  off-highway  vehicle  trails.  In  1992,  the  town  of  Rangely, 
working  with  BLM,  identified  and  posted  signs  for  a  177-mile-loop  trail  south  of  town. 


Riparian  Areas 


A  total  of  218  riparian  improvement  projects  were  completed  in  1992.  Activities  included  willow 
planting,  salt-cedar  control,  bank  stabilization  measures,  instream  structures  for  grade  control,  and 
wetland  development.  Many  of  these  projects  were  completed  with  the  help  of  BLM  partners, 
including  environmental  groups,  the  Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife,  universities,  and  local  landowners. 

The  Trapper  Creek  Riparian  Restoration  project,  completed  in  May  1992,  is  an  example  of  one  of 
these  cooperative  efforts.  This  project  involved  BLM  and  Trout  Unlimited  volunteers  who  rebuilt 
nine  log  drop  structures,  built  one  new  instream  rock  structure,  repaired  two  miles  of  livestock 
exclosure  fences,  planted  1,500  willows  along  Trapper  Creek,  and  built  and  installed  30  exclosures  to 
protect  newly-planted  willows. 


Cadastral  Survey 


In  1992,  through  partnerships  with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Bureau  of 
Reclamation,  and  the  public,  BLM  resurveyed  998  miles  of  boundary  and  set  2,583  survey 
monuments.  BLM  remonumented  the  historic  Four  Corners,  the  only  monument  in  the  United  States 
marking  the  common  corner  of  four  states — Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  Utah. 


Fire  Management- 


In  1992,  350  acres  were  burned  by  48  human-caused  fires;  1,832  acres  were  burned  by  479 
lightning-caused  fires.  In  addition  to  fighting  wildfire  on  public  lands,  BLM  used  prescribed  burns  to 
achieve  planned  resource  management  objectives  in  range,  wildlife,  forestry,  and  other  programs. 
About  6,104  acres  were  treated  with  27  prescribed  fires  in  1992. 


Engineering- 


BLM  Colorado's  engineers  continued  implementation  of  the  Legacy  99  Initiative  during  1992. 
This  initiative  calls  for  rehabilitating  and  improving  facilities  on  public  lands  by  1999,  which  is  the 
150th  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  1849.  Colorado  facilities 
rehabilitated  in  1992  include:  the  aircraft  ramp  at  the  Western  Slope  Fire  Coordination  Center, 
Keystone  Road,  Anasazi  Heritage  Center  Interpretive  Walkway,  Craig  District  Office  Parking  Lot, 
FAA  Road,  Five  Points  Recreation  Site,  Highway  9  Recreation  Site,  Catamount  Recreation  Site, 
Radium  Recreation  Site,  Cochetopa  Canyon  Recreation  Site,  Gypsum  Recreation  Site,  Wolcott 
Recreation  Site,  Horse  Pasture  Recreation  Site,  and  Four  Corners  Monument.  New  construction  in 
1992  included  development  of  recreation  sites  on  the  Dolores  River  at  Gypsum  Valley  and  Bedrock, 
and  construction  of  a  Watchable  Wildlife  Site  on  the  Arkansas  River. 

Volunteers  


Over  2,200  people  volunteered  to  assist  BLM  in  1992.  Volunteering  is  a  means  by  which  the 
general  public  can  assist  BLM  on  priority  projects  and  learn  more  about  the  diversity  of  work  done  in 
the  state.  Volunteers  worked  in  all  of  BLM  Colorado's  programs,  donating  a  total  of  108,000  hours 
valued  at  $1.4  million. 


Wild  Horses  

Colorado  has  four  wild  horse  herd  management  areas:  Piceance-East  Douglas  Creek  west  of 
Meeker,  Sand  Wash  in  the  extreme  northwestern  part  of  the  state,  Little  Bookcliffs  northeast  of 
Grand  Junction,  and  Spring  Creek  southwest  of  Montrose.  BLM  manages  these  herds  as 
permanent  residents  in  these  four  areas.  Since  the  horses  have  few  natural  predators,  the  herd  sizes 
can  expand  beyond  the  capability  of  the  range  to  support  them.  BLM  then  rounds  up  the  excess 
animals  and  makes  them  available  for  adoption  by  qualified  private  citizens. 


Fish  and  Wildlife   

The  diverse  ecosystems  and  mosaic 
landscapes  on  BLM  public  lands  provide  habitat 
for  over  600  species  offish  and  wildlife,  including 
100  special  status  plants  and  animals.  Colorado 
is  recognized  nationally  for  its  stream  fishing  and 
big  game  hunting. 

BLM's  wildlife  habitat  management  goal  is 
to  ensure  the  natural  abundance  and  diversity  of 
fish  and  wildlife  resources  on  public  lands  by 
restoring,  maintaining,  and  enhancing  habitat  productivity  and  quality.  Priority  programs  include 
Watchable  Wildlife  Viewing  Areas,  Big  Game  Habitat  Winter  Range,  Cold  Water  Fisheries, 
Riverine  Riparian  Communities,  and  Special  Status  Species  Habitats. 


Wilderness  

BLM  has  completed  the  wilderness  study  process  as  mandated  by  the  Federal  Land  Policy 
Management  Act.  In  October  1991,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  recommended  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  that  approximately  396,000  acres  of  Colorado's  public  lands  be  designated  by 
Congress  as  wilderness. 


Cultural  Resources   

The  BLM  Colorado  cultural  resources 
program  is  diverse  and  encompasses  prehistoric 
sites  dating  from  12,000  years  ago.  There  are 
more  than  50,000  recorded  prehistoric  sites  on 
Colorado's  public  lands.  In  addition,  there  are 
numerous  nationally  significant  historic  sites  that 
represent  mining,  transportation,  and  western 
settlement.  Colorado  has  six  "Adventures  in  the 
Past"  sites/tours  available  to  the  public. 

The  Anasazi  Heritage  Center,  near  the  town 
of  Dolores,  houses  several  million  artifacts  and  includes  exhibit  areas  and  a  laboratory  for  studying 
prehistory.  The  Heritage  Center  is  the  focus  of  BLM's  Heritage  Education  Project,  which  is 
designed  to  enhance  appreciation  of  our  cultural  legacy. 

In  addition  to  archaeological  and  historic  resources,  Colorado  is  the  location  for  several 
internationally  known  paleontological  quarries.  Garden  Park  is  one  of  the  most  significant  localities 
for  dinosaurs  in  the  world,  while  the  Rabbit  Valley  site  has  yielded  several  new  species  of  dinosaurs. 


Recreation  

BLM  Colorado  has  outstanding  recreational  opportunities.  In  addition  to  the  unique  diversity 
and  the  wide-open  spaces  of  the  public  lands,  BLM  administers  75  developed  recreation  sites,  59 
hiking  trails,  27  mountain  bike  trails,  115  motorbike  trails,  104  all-terrain-vehicle  trails,  185  four- 
wheel-drive  trails,  and  50  snowmobile  trails.  BLM  Colorado  manages  two  National  Back  Country 
Byways  and  portions  of  two  State  Scenic  Byways.  BLM  also  manages  outstanding  river  recreation 
on  the  Arkansas,  Colorado,  Yampa,  Eagle,  San 
Miguel,  Rio  Grande,  Gunnison,  and  Dolores  rivers. 


Riparian  Areas  

BLM  Colorado  manages  nearly  47,000  acres  of 
riparian  areas  associated  with  over  5,500  miles  of 
perennial  and  intermittent  streams,  plus  about 
11,000  acres  of  wetlands  associated  with  marshes, 
seeps,  and  springs.  Riparian  areas,  which  are  the 
single  most  important  habitat  for  fish  and  wildlife 
in  the  West,  are  the  areas  of  vegetation  near 
streams,  springs,  lakes,  and  other  sources  of  water. 


Soil,  Air,  Water  

Soil,  water,  and  air  represent  the  basic  resources  upon  which  all  resources  and  uses  depend. 
BLM  protects  soils  by  preventing  or  reducing  wind  and  water  erosion  and  by  avoiding 
developments  in  critical  or  fragile  soil  areas.  Water  resources  are  protected  by  identifying  and 
quantifying  claims  to  water  on  public  lands,  recording  reserved  water  rights,  and  obtaining 
nonreserved  rights  under  the  State's  administrative  procedures.  BLM  protects  the  air  quality  of 
public  lands  by  ensuring  authorized  activities  comply  with  State  air  quality  standards. 


Operations 


Cadastral  Survey  

BLM  is  the  legal  land  surveying  agency  for  the  U.S.  Government.  The  Land  Ordinance  Act 
of  1785,  passed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  created  the  basis  for  our  land  tenure  system  and 
limited  the  official  land  survey  authority  to  one  agency.  Cadastral  Land  Surveyors  identify 
monuments  and  document  the  legal  boundaries  between  public  and  private  lands  for  both  the 
surface  and  the  mineral  estates.  Equipment  and  techniques  have  changed  in  the  last  200  years, 
but  the  agency's  responsibilities  and  legal  requirements  have  not. 


Fire  Management  

BLM  joins  with  other  federal  agencies  to  suppress  wildfires  on  public  lands  nationwide.  In 
addition  to  fighting  wildfires,  BLM  conducts  prescribed  burns  to  achieve  planned  resource 
management  objectives  in  range,  wildlife,  forestry,  and  other  programs.  BLM  personnel  also 
provide  fire  prevention  messages  through  various  educational  programs. 
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Engineering 

In  Colorado,  BLM  owns  approximately  98  buildings  located  on  28  administrative  sites  and 
61  recreation  sites.  BLM  is  also  responsible  for  maintaining  a  transportation  system  consisting  of 
about  4,000  miles  of  roads,  400  miles  of  trails,  and  10  bridges.  BLM  engineers  work  closely  with 
resource  specialists,  local  governments,  and  volunteers  to  construct  and  maintain  roads,  buildings, 
recreation  sites,  dams,  trails,  and  water  developments. 


Support  Functions 


Automation 


BLM's  national  information  resources  initiative  is  designed  to  collect,  store,  and  provide  rapid 
retrieval  of  public  land  information  for  both  the  public  and  private  sectors. 


Law  Enforcement/Resource  Protection  

BLM  is  responsible  for  protecting  the  valuable  resources  found  on  Colorado's  public  lands 
and  for  enforcing  public  land  laws.  BLM  special  agents  and  rangers  work  closely  with  local,  state, 
and  other  federal  law  enforcement  agencies.  Rangers  patrol  public  lands  and  assist  public  land 
users  by  offering  emergency  assistance,  providing  information,  and  promoting  a  positive  land  use 
ethic.  Special  Agents  conduct  investigations  to  solve  land  use  crimes. 


External  Affairs  

The  external  affairs  staff  serves  as  a  link  between  the  public  and  BLM.  They  answer 
questions  and  provide  information  on  BLM's  mission  and  accomplishments  through  news 
releases,  publications,  newsletters,  exhibits,  and  special  events.  Other  responsibilities  include 
maintaining  positive  relationships  with  Congressional  representatives,  other  agencies,  and  special 
interest  groups. 


Volunteers  

BLM  Colorado's  volunteer  program  strives  to  match  the  skills  and  interests  of  individuals  or 
groups  with  project  needs.  Examples  of  volunteer  projects  include  maintaining  campsites,  building 
trails,  conducting  wildlife  surveys,  serving  as  interpretive  guides,  planting  trees,  and  providing 
office  support.  Volunteers  are  selected  without  regard  to  gender,  race,  age,  or  handicap. 


Equal  Employment  Opportunity 


BLM  continually  seeks  to  hire  the  best  people  for  the  job.  BLM  participates  in  a  variety  of 
career  fairs  and  events  across  the  state,  encouraging  students  to  consider  a  career  in  natural 
resource  management. 

Personnel  


Colorado  BLM  has  550  employees  and  18  offices  statewide  (office  locations  on  back).  In 
addition,  seasonal  employees  are  hired  to  help  fight  wildfires,  assist  cadastral  survey  crews,  and 
complete  other  field  work. 
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